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sini as Russian Ambassador at Washington, went to Oyster
Bay and presented to Roosevelt a letter from the Czar in
which the latter, after speaking of himself as the "initiator
of the International Peace Conference of 1899," expressed
the belief that a favorable moment had come for system-
atizing the labors of that Conference, and continued:
i' With this end in view and being assured in advance of the
sympathy of President Roosevelt, who has already last
year pronounced himself in favor of such a project, His
Majesty desires to approach him with a proposal to the
effect that the Government of the United States take part
in a new International Conference, which could be called to-
ffothor at The Hague as soon as favorable replies could be
secured from all the other States to whom a similar pro-
posal will be made."

Roosevelt, with that quick insight into human motives
which was one of Ms characteristics, in a letter to Secretary
Hoot, thus explains what followed:

"After he had read the letter Rosen began to hem and
haw as to the steps already taken by me a year ago, and
about the fact that The Hague Conference was the pecu-
liar pet project of the Czar. I finally interrupted him and
said that I thought I understood what he wished and that
he could tell the Czar at once that I was delighted to have
him and not me undertake the movement; that I should
treat the movement as being made on his initiative, and
should heartily support it. This evidently relieved Rosen
immensely. I rather think that the Czar had felt from
past experience with the Kaiser that there was a fair
chance that I might endeavor to appear as the great origi-
nator myself. As a matter of fact I am glad to be relieved
from making the move on my own initiative. I should
have done it if no one else had done it because I think it
ought to be done; but I particularly do not want to appear
as a professional peace advocate, and it gives us a freer
hand in every way to have the Czar make the movement"